Education Manual for the
Belgian Shegodog Puppy Buyer

Bringing a Belgian Sheepdag into your life is adelightful experience Youarein
for some new and fun experiences. Never underestimate - and rever fail to appredate! - a
Belgian's intelli gence and intuiti veness

Thismanua contains information compiled by members of the Educaion
Committeeof the Belgian Shegpdog Club o America While thismanual isnot a
comprehensive tedhnicd guide, we fed that the combined yeas of experience and insight
from these members will help youto better understand and enjoy your new Belgian. You
may have questions about topics not covered by this manual and, certainly, there will
always be new lesonsto be learned, so the education committeeurges you to develop and
maintain open communication and a goodworking relationship with your breeder, a
quality veterinarian, and with ather Belgian owners. These contads will aff ord you
experience and resources to draw on throughou your dog's life.

We dso encourage you to join your locd, aswell as national, breed clubto
continue the processof educaion kegun by this manual.

BSCA Educaion Committee
AnnKoze — Chair

The Belgian Shegpdog Club of America

Membership in the Belgian Shegpdog Club d Americaisopento all Belgian owners,
enthusiasts and suppaters, 18yeasold ar older.* Ask your breeder for amembership
applicaion. Included in your membership are voting rights and subscriptionin the Belgian
Shegrdag Magazine which ismailed ou to the membership six timesayea.

(*Junior Membership - age 12- 17)
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New Home Adjustment - Advance Preparation

The arrival of anew puppy is an exciting time! Both you and the puppy arein for some
major lifestyle aljustments. To make the transition easier and heppier, here ae afew
things that you and your whole family can dobefore the puppy/ comes home.

Seled a name. Remember, your puppy will be amember of your family, so it©s helpful to
pick a name that everyone in your family is comfortable with cdling and heaing for yeas
to come. Choasing aname in advancewill help your puppy begin leaning right away.

Prepare your home. "Puppy-proof” al the aeas in which the puppy will be dl owed.
Puppes are endesdy curious, so prepare much as you would for the arival of an
inqusitive todder. Hazards to puppesinclude: paisons, eledric cords, small, loose and/or
detachable items that the puppy could swall ow or choke on, pasonots plants
(Philodendron, English Ivy, Deffenbachiato name afew). Move any family treasures that
can be knocked over or chewed onto asafe place Get down on pupp eye level to see
what they will see Do nd rely onyour own watchfulness Y our attention will wander and
it only takes afew moments for these littl e investigators to get into troulde.

Adjust your schedule. It©s very helpful if you can arrange your schedule to spend as much
time & possble with your new Belgian pupyy for the first daysto aweek. If at all

possble, dort arrange for your puppy to come home if you©re going to have ahouseful of
holiday guests - the puppy will get lost in the shuffle, andislikely to get overwhelmed by
the commotion.

Purchase a crate. Actually, you may chocse to purchase more than ore aate. A small
crate that©s not much higger than your puppy works better for housebreging, bu you can
achieve the same dfed by blocking off part of alarger crate. If you dan oncrating your
dog for extended periods of time, you may chocse to buy an extra-large aate for those
times. 1t©s aso handy to have two types of kennels one for the ca and ore that you keep
set up at home.

Which Kind of Crate Should You Buy?
Airline Crates are made of plastic, and creae amore seaure, "den-like" atmosphere. This
isthe aate you must use for flying your dog, and it can be used for both howsebre&king, and
home crating. It can, hawvever, be abit bulky for locd travel. Size designations are 200,
300, 400&tc. An adult Belgian usually requires asize 400-500airline aate.

Metal Folding Crates are made of closely-spacel metal bars which allow for greder air
circulation. You can use thistype of crate, which folds easily to fit into a badk-sea or trunk,
for house- bre&ing, home aating and locd travel. Choose from many diff erent sizes and
weights, and either plain metal or enamel coated.




Seled a placefor your puppy'scrate. 1t©s goodfor puppy development to be neahe
family and adivity centers of the home. This asaures constant conditioning to the sounds
and hubbub b abusy househdd. Idedly, choose aspaceor a wrner the puppy can cdl its
own for an extended time, and from which it can see and hea what©s gang on, bu still fed
seaure.

Establish your puppy's exercise area. Dedde where you want your puppy to exercise
and eliminate. Establi shing the pupp/©s "bathroom" area a its first elimination at your

home is an important step in howsebreaking. The puppy will get the

ideafaster when youtake it badk to that area Remember, you are Prepare for a new

going to be making frequent tripsto thisarearain or shine, sled or puppy much asyou

snow, so dorot choose the badk forty. would for the
arrival of an

Also, determine what your family will cdl thisad. Teading the inquisitivetoddler.

puppy a mmand for eliminationwill help it to focus onthe ad
when you exercise it now, andfor itswhadle life. Kegy the ommand simple and short.
Commonly used phrasesinclude "Go paty" and"hurry up." Make sure that everyone who
takes the puppy out says the same thing. Praise the puppy in a high-pitched happy tone
when it eliminates. Don©t fed foadlish over such adisplay it will pay off inthe end.

Arrangefor veterinary care. Chocse aveterinarian and make an appantment for the
pupp/©physicd exam within the first few days after it comesto live with you. Be sure to
obtain from your breeder immunization reards and any other hedth information
pertaining to your puppy.

OK, now you are realy for the puppy to come home!

Puppy Gear
All the "stuff" your puppy needs to start getting settled in right away!

Toys: chew toys, tennis ball s, squedk toys, stuffed animals, etc.

Crate (see cate training sedionfor moreinfo.)

Bowls: for foodand water.

Collars: an everyday collar that can slip df the pupp/©s heatio prevent choking and a
training coll ar as recommended by your puppy kindergarten or obediencetrainer. Never
leave your puppy in a aate with any kind d collar.

L eashes:

- astandard 6foat, half-inch wide leash made of leaher or nylon webbing.

- aFlexi-Lead, an absolutely wonderful retradable lead that can release up to 26fed or
more of leal at the push of abutton. Y ou can control the anount and speead that the Flexi
releases, alowing for both additional freedom of movement and safety for your dog This
type of leash is grea for long walks and can be auseful training tod.




Crate Training and Housebreaking

Crate training is essential for pupges. With proper training and encouragement, the aate
will become your puppy©s den, a safe haven and ameans of safe transport.

Crate training is aso the fastest path to housebre&ing as puppes generaly don©t want to
soil their dleging and/or eding area Capitali ze on this by confining the puppy ona
periodic basis and then taking it right out to the "pupypy bathroom” as ©onasyoulet it out
of the aate. If the puppy has been napping, take it out right away onceit wakes up
becaise it will want to eliminate. Some people fead the puppy in the aate, let it take alittl e
nap, and then carry it out to the exercise aea Oncethe puppy has eliminated, let it badk
into the house for supervised play. Thisisageneraly asafe time for avoiding acadentsin
the house, but be prepared to clean upjust in case.

If the puppy has an acadent, corred it with a gentle shake by its ruff and/or stern "No!"
Never hit the puppy. You dor©t have to scream at it.Do na corred the puppy unlessyou
cachit inthe a¢ - nat one minute later. Timing of corredions and praiseis everything if
you want the puppy to get the message!

More About Crate Training and Housebreaking

Thefirst goal of crate training isto get the puppy to likeits crate. Y our puppy may have
gotten itsinitial exposure to a aate from its breeder, and may be comfortable in aone
when you lring it home. Keep reinforcing those goodfedings abou the aate.

To get your puppy into its crate, use aplace ommand such as"Kennel," or "Go to your
crate." Thiscommandis very useful anytime you want your dog to go into anything in the
future.

Do na cdl the puppy to youto pu it in the aate, or it may become wary of approaching
when cdled. Instead, lure the puppy to its crate with atrea or kibble. Whenever the puppy
does go into the aate, giveit praise and an espedally tasty trea.

Praise the puppy and periodicdly giveit treas while it©s inside the aate. Placetreasor a
favorite cdhew toy in the aate so the puppy will be rewarded for going into the aate
periodicdly onitsown.

Accustom the puppy to short periods of confinement, all the whil e giving treds through the
gate, then open the gate. Repea this many times over. Say the mmmand, "Kennel" - lure -
tred - close gate - tred/tred - open gate. Y our puppy shoud lean that confinement isfor
ashort, goodtime.

Gradualy extend the length o time the puppy remainsin the aate. This may take aday or
two, bu sometimes takes longer.

Onceyour puppy has acceted the aate @ a placeof comfort and can settle in for short



naps, then it can be used as for confinement and as an aid to housebreaking.

Start housebre&ing your puppy as onas you get home. Do nd let it roam the house
urtil it has eliminated in the designated puppy exercise aea

Be @nsistent abou the pupp/©s food and fealing schedule. Fealing the puppy ahe same
times ead day will help train its gastrointestinal trad, as a puppy usualy hasto defecae
shortly after eding.

New Home Adjustment — Settling In

Introducing Your Puppy To Other Animals
How you introduceyour puppy to ather animalsis highly individual, bu remember, safety
and a pasitive outcome ae the goals.

A goodway to apprise the situationisto let the puppy and ancther animal sniff ead ather
through a barrier such as akid gate. If there ae tail wags and enthusiasm all arourd then a
littl e doser inspedioniscdled for. Still, make sure you have @ntrol of the introducees -
having eat onaleash isagoodway to aciieve that objedive. Praise eab for good
behavior, stay cdm andtalk in happy tones. The body language and pasturing of bath
parties roud clue youinto haw things are going. Persondliti es and size differences of the
puppy and the other animal are major considerations for ongoing observation and
supervision d play as your puppy meldsinto the family. Consult your breeder if you
anticipate ay difficulty.

Alwayswalk your puppy onaleash in an urseaured areasuch as a neighbarhoodto avoid
disastrous encourters that could affed the puppy for itsentire life.

Introducing Your Puppy To Children and Others

Asarule, children and puppes are drawn to ead ather like magnets. 1t©s your job to make
sure the experienceis a positive one for both these littl e ones. Introducethem at a distance
and then allow closer and closer encourters depending on haw they respondto ead ather.
This may move dong quite rapidly. Watch body language and resporses from baoth child
and puppy. Do na alow either to get stressed or out of control from excitement.

Establish clea rulesfor how the cildren are dl owed to hand e the puppy. Show children
who are old enough, the best way to pick upa puppy (suppating al parts). Do na let a
todder try to cary apuppy. Supervise some on-lap hdding for that "close to me" feding
littl e chil dren want.

During puppyhood,it©s important for your puppy to have numerous expasures to dfferent
peoplein controlled situations. Invite people over to play with the puppy onaregular
basis. Enroll your puppy in aPuppy Classat your locd training club. Take your puppy for
short, funtrips (not just to the vet) in the ca weekly. Expose your puppy onaregular



basisto new and dfferent surroundngs. Take foodtreds with you and make it as much
funasyoucan for the puppy. Bevigilant in avoiding negative encourters with ather dogs
or people. Thetime you spendwith thiskind d exposurein pupgyhoodwill pay off ina
dog that©s wekadjusted and adaptable for the rest of itslife.

Sociali zation

Socidi zation keginsin the whelping box. During the first weeks of life, the breeder
handes ead puppy one or two times aday. Studies have shown that ealy environmental
influences, such as positive brief handliing can have profoundand enduring effeds on
behavior.

Most breeders fed it essential to expose athreeto six month dd pupyy to new situations,
aslong asthe exposureisdorein a caeful and controlled manner andis funfor the puppy.
Belgian puppes are quick to lean everything and seem espedally prone to never forget a
bad experience so be caeful with them.

Even with good sociali zation, what might be cdl ed an environmental, or situational fea
can emerge & different phasesin a pupp/©s lifeSome breeders fed thisis aroundthe 16 to
20week mark. The puppy may exhibit fea of an urfamiliar place or evenfea ina
familiar placethat is smehow atered. Usualy puppes passthrough this gage just fine -
in some it©s never redly apparent. It seansthat if pupps experience something extremely
unpeasant during one of these sensitive fea periods, they may be permanently traumatized
or require agood ced of gentle handling and desensiti zation in order to get them over their
fea.

Teading bite inhibitionis an important part of puppy socialization, and can be taught at a
very yourg age. It startsin the whelping box when puppes lean from their littermates the
diff erence between a play bite and a more serious one that hurts. Most breeders continue
this processin their interadion with puppes. Some breeders discourage any mouthing by
puppes at al, whil e others al ow mouthing and day biting but tead the dog limit s through
gentlereprimands andaloud"Ouch!" Belgians are very smart and quckly get theidea
Gently shaking the puppy by the ruff along with the reprimand gets the message through
just fine - hitting the puppy is never appropriate.

Registering Your Puppy with the American Kennel Club

At the time of purchase, your breeder shoud provide youwith an American Kennel Club
(AKC) Registration Application form. This document, is the means of transferring
ownership and registering the puppy in your name with the AK C. Y our breeder will
complete most sedions of thisform including:
- Sex of dog

Color and markings of dog

Registration Type (Full or Limited)

Transfer date

Name and addressof all new owners and co-owners

Signatures of al litt er ownersif multiple



The new owner of the dog must fill out the foll owing:
Name of dog
Signatures of al owners and co-owners
Payment information
Registration Options

With alimited registration, the dog is eligible to compete in al AKC events except
conformation. No off spring produced by this dog would be digible for AK C registration.
Most puppes placad in norrshow homes are sold onalimited registration basis with the
understanding that they will be neutered or spayed. Sometimes papers are withheld urtil
thedog is gayed o neutered. Limited registration dasn©t make your puppy any lessa
purebred -- it just means the breeder has not designated the dog as breeding stock. Only the
breeder of the litter can change limited registration to full registration.

In order to register your puppy with the AK C, you must complete your portions of the
Registration Application and send the registration feeto the AK C. The addressof the AKC
and the most current registration fee ae indicaed onthe Registration Applicaion. Thereis
also an optionfor ontline registration application that is available if the breeder of the
litter initi ates the process For more information abou registration and the AKC in
genera goto

Onceyour application form sent to the AKC by mail i s processed, the AK C will mail your
AK C Registration Certificae to you. On the cetificae in addition to your pupp/©s official
registered name, you©ll seelisted the registered names of its sre and dam, their AK C titl es,
in some caes numbers pertaining to the rating of certain hedth clearances
(eyes/hips/elbows, etc.) Breaders who complete these hedth screens appredate that the
AKC includes these a a part of the Registration information. The AK C web page has links
to information that will help you undbrstand the standard naation and abbreviations that
arefound oncertificaes.

Taking Care of Your Belgian Sheepdog

Choosing a Vet

As mentioned ealier, you shoud take your puppy to the vet as onas possble after
bringing it home. 1t©s worth your time to investigate which vet to seewell beforehand.
Y our breeder may make arecommendation if you live in the same locde, or may know a
Belgian personin your areawhom you could consult for arecmmendation.

Choase avet much as youwould choase aphysician for yourself. Look for one who gives
you tregment options, invalves you in the dedsion-making process takestimeto listen to
your concerns, and gives you the benefit of the doult when you just know that "something
isn©t right." Ask your prospedive vet what vacanation schedule he or she foll ows and why,
what types of heartworm pill sthey prescribe, and hav well abreast they stay of new
developmentsin veterinary care. Avoid avet who makes generali zations and snap
judgments abou a particular breed even though he or she may have only adually ever

caed for one or two o the breed.



Tedah and Gum Care

Tedh and gums neal regular inspedion and care. The goa of good aal caeisto
minimize plague buil d-up. Decaying teegh and inflamed gums are more than just
aestheticdly ungdeasant - these condtions can alow baderiato passinto the dog©s
bloodstrean and spread infedionto its vital organs, causing seriousiill nessor deéh.

The anount of care required to keep teeh and gums hedthy varies from dog to day. Some
dogs, much like some people, tendto buld uptartar easier than athers. Some people have
gred successwith just giving their dog a suitable bore onaregular basis. In ather cases,
daily tedh brushing isrequired.

There ae many new items on the market that can help. Dog toothbrushes, tooth scaers and
toothpaste, mouth rinses, and rawhides impregnated with an oral care product, to name a
few. Don©t use human toothpaste for dogs. At some paint, it may beaome necessary to have
your dog©s teeth professonally cleaned a procedure which requires that the dog be put
under anesthetic. The important thing isto insped your dog®©s teeh and gums regularly and
to consult your vet for suggestions about its oral care.

Feealing Your Belgian Shegpdog Puppy

A typicd Belgian Shegpdag puppy neels two to threewell -balanced meds a day, plus
plenty of fresh, clean water at all times (except in the late evening while it©s dill being
housebroken). Ask your breeder abou the puppy©s feading schedule and what food(s) it
was raised on.Current studies show that the higher protein and fat in puppy-formulated
diets may not be necessary for proper growth, and that aregular adult maintenancediet is
best for al puppes. If you switch your dog to anew food- at any timeinitslife - alow
oneto two weeks for the changeover. Start with aratio of 1/4 dd foodto new, then move
upto a50/50ratio, and so on util the dog is totally adjusted to the new food. (When your
dog istwo- to threeyeas-old, you can switch it to alower-protein, fat- balanced diet,
espeddly if itOs neutered).

Here©sa typicd menu: bre&kfast, 1/2 to 1c¢. of kibble moistened with warm water and 1T
of good quaity canned dag food lunch, same quantity of moistened kibble and 1T of
cottage dheese; dinner, same & bredfast. Vary thisdiet at any time by substitutingin a
cooked egg, asmall amourt of cooked fresh mea, fruit, vegetables, and yogurt or goat
milk. Moisten the food uriil the puppy isabou 12 weeks old. Also give your puppy large
dog biscuits and keked bed leg boresto chew on. Increase the anount of food as your
puppy grows. Ask your breeder, your vet or an experienced day person to show you hav
to gauge your puppy©s proper weight by feding the anount of fat over itsribs and hps.

Suppementation shoud be dore onavery careful basis. Most breeders have asystem that
they©ve foundworks for their line of Belgians. If in doult, ask your breeder and your vet.
Many add lrewer©s yeast and garli c tablets dail y to their dogs© food, espedally during the
summer as this has been shown to help prevent fleas.



Spaying and Neutering
Spaying and reutering are safe procedures for hedthy Belgian Shegpdags and will not
affed their companionship or working ability. Neutering frequently does dramaticaly
reduce objedionable sexuall y-related problem behaviors. It also makesit easier to bcard
your females for family vacdions where pets canna come

along. Breeading alitter of
puppes oud be left
Spaying and reutering reduce or eliminate the passhility of only to those breeders

several types of common canine ill nesses and who have made a
diseases: testicular and prostate disease in the male; and commitment of time,
uterine infedions and mammary tumorsin the female. money, and educaion to

the long-term betterment
Spaying and reutering both involve ageneral anesthesia and of the Belgian Shegxdag.

incision through the skin after the general areahas been
shaved. Some vets require the dog to stay overnight, and bdh procedures require ashort
reauperation period.

The gredest benefit can be regoed if dogs are neutered before reading sexual maturity.
Traditionally, the veterinary community has said six months of ageistheided time.
Consult with your veterinarian abou the best time for your Belgian. Females shoud na be
spayed whilein season, bu males can be neutered at anytime.

Brealing alitter of puppes $houd be left only to those breeders who have made a
commitment of time, money, and education to the long-term betterment of the Belgian
Shegpdag. A long- term commitment is yeas and decales not months. Belgiansthat are
not part of a planned breading program in which the breeder has working knowledge of
many generations of hedth, temperament, and structural soundressof the line shoud be
neutered or spayed.

Bredalers often use mntrads which include Limited Registration Applicaionsto help urge
new owners to ater their companion Belgian. Both day breeders and pet owners shoud
recognize controlli ng the dog popuation as amoral obligation.

Anesthesia and the Belgian Shegpdog
Over the yeas, there have been reports of Belgians who ded whil e under anesthesia and/or
in the immediate recovery period.

Do Belgian Shegydags have abreed-spedfic sensitivity to anesthesia? Vets sy they hea
from owners of many breeds that their breed is snsitive to anesthesia. So far, results for
Belgians are inconclusive. Some Belgians may be sensitive to anesthesia, but it may also
be true that dogs who have died under anesthesia may have had an underlying, bu
undeteded ill ness sich as cardiac myopathy that adually had more to dowith the deah
than the anesthetic.
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If you©re interested in reseaching this topic, many articles have been published abou the
Belgians and anesthesiain the Belgian Shegpdog Magazine, and abou dogs and anesthesia
in general in general dog pulications.

What shoud you doif faced with puting your Belgian under anesthesia? As a precaition,
let your vet know that Belgians have died under anesthesia and that some in the breed fed
Belgians nedl to foll ow the same anesthesia protocol as the sighthound eeds do (most
vets know abou these). Make sure your vet foll ows establi shed standards of care that
include obtaining a aurrent weight and plysicd exam, appropriate and carefully
administration d doses of drugs, and careful monitoring during and in the immediate
recvery period after genera anesthesia.

Grooming

Coat Care. Infrequent bathing is al your Belgian neads unlessit gets il ed. Brushing at
least once aweek - from ealy puppyhood on- isfar more important. Most breeders
acaistom their puppges to being brushed and groomed by the time they get to you. Just
keep uptheroutine. "Line brushing" is atednique that can make it easy for youto get the
dog thoroughly brushed and keep trad of your placein the aat. Make a"part” or line,
brush the hair down flat toward the head of the dog, then make anather part or line, one
sedion d thedog at atime. Take caeto brush dowvn to the skin in ead areabefore
moving on.

Belgians $ed o "blow" their coat at least once ayea. How much depends onthe anount
of coat they carry: Belgiansin cold climates tend to develop kigger coats; Belgiansin
warm climates tend to have shorter guard hairs and lessundercoat. If your dog is heavily
coated, exped to pul out enough hair to fill many bags. Some people esen spin the shed-
out hair into yarn, and wse it to make hand-crafted winter garments.

The fastest way possble to get out blowing coat isto step upyour brushing routine. Warm
baths also help to release the hair. Be prepared: your Belgian will | ook considerably
different just after blowing its coat. Never fea, just asyou get used to it looking this way,
the coat will grow bad.

Nail and Foot Care. Nall andfoot cae ae an essntial part of routine grooming. Keeping
nail s well-trimmed is vital for proper foot development. Y our breeder will have begun
this, just continue the routine. Remember, what Belgians lean abou as puppes, becomes
routine to them as adults. Trim nails 0 they©re short enouwgh na to click when the dog
walks on a hard-surfacefloor. Puppy nail s grow rapidly, so youwill need dothis
frequently. Onceyour dog grows up, abou once amonth shoud be sufficient.

There ae ways to minimize your pupp/©s upset during nail trimming.Condtionit to
accept having its fed handled onaregular basis when its nail sare not being trimmed. In
fad, handling all parts of your puppy onaregular basisis agoodway to insure they will
readily accept physicd contad with vets and ahersin the future. Makeit part of your
daily interadion with your puppy - massage its legs, gently squeeze afoat, rubits tummy
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and scratch its head whil e talking to it gently and socthingly. Your puppy will grow to
love this treament every bit as much as we humans love abadk rub.

Trimming nail s when the puppy is dequy isaso helpful. Have an asgstant distrad the
puppy with avery tasty chew toy andtalk cdmly. Remove only thetip o the nail at atime
- itOs better to foll ow this method ower frequent sessons than to pu thejob df toolong and
then try to cut back too much at once If you do fit the quick (whichis hard to seeon

blad nails) it©s not the end d the world How much and hav long it will bleed depends on
how much o the quick you cut. Generally, al you reed to doto stop the bleading isto
apply presaure to the nail ti p for afew minutes while you ke the puppy resting quietly. A
styptic powder cdled Kwik Stop, a even flour, can also help staunch the bleeding.

Belgians grow quite abit of hair between the pads of their fed. Use blunt-end scisors or
an eledric dipper to trim this hair away onaregular basisin order to promote proper
compad, tight foot development. 1tOs easier to lean this by being shown, so ask your
breeder, or an experienced Belgian person for a short demonstration.

Grooming Todls
Belgians are fairly low-maintenancein terms of grooming, bu severa tods are necessary:

Pin Brush - A medium-size usually works best with Belgian coat. Be sure to seled one that fits
your hand well.

Slicker Brush - Thisworkswell for grooming the aeas of the body that have shorter hair and
also arefairly effedivein pulling our old blowing coat in some aess. It©s also a greadrush for
puppy coats.

Grooming Rake - Thisisthe best tod for removing blowing coat. It isvery effedivein
removing large anourts of coat with eat stroke oncethe wat isredly realy to let go.

Mat Comb - Even with regular grooming, a Belgian may still get the occasional mat inits coat -
typicdly behind the eas and between the hind legs and lreedes. Mat combs generally have a
built-in cutting devicethat dli ces through the mat for easier, lesspainful removal and with less
damage to the mat than by just taking scissorsto it.

Nail Clippers- Choase ather guill otine-type or heavy-duty sted blades. Human nail clippers
work well on puppes.

Eledric Nail Grinder - To give nail sasmoacth, even finish.

Blunt-end Scisors - For trimming hair between the pads.

Eledric Clippers - For trimming hair between the pads.
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Training

Early Training

Early training is very important for any puppy that will grow into alargedog. A Belgian
puppy can very quickly lean the basic commands such as st, come, dowvn and stay. More
importantly, ealy training helps tead the puppy how to lean. All it takesis five minutes
two o threetimes per day, sometreds and patience If you©ve never taught adog or puppy
any obedience please ask your breeder to show you the basics.

Puppy Kindergarten

Puppy Kindergarten is probably one of the most important classes you and your puppy can
attend, and most areas off er thistype of class In puppy classes, you and your puppy can
learn the basics in a safe, controll ed and fun atmosphere with ather puppesand a
knowledgeable trainer. These dasses are based completely on pasiti ve reinforcement and
will help forge alasting bond ketween you and your puppy. Onceyou and your puppy
have completed a Kindergarten class you can go onright away to a Puppy Agility class a
motivational class or wait till t he puppy readies sx monthsto ayea in age for more
structured obediencetraining.

Whether or not you enroll your puppy in classes, make sureto giveit aleaning experience
every day. Belgians are sensitive and willi ng to please, and most people will find them
very egger to lean new things. Belgianslean to reaily accept what they lean abou as

puppes.

If you doruninto problem behaviors with your Belgian, the first person you shoud consult
isyour breeder. He or she shoud be aleto dffer advice andtips on deding with the
problem, and will have asense of whether this problem requires sme work with adog
trainer. If your breeder is not avail able, your vet shoud be &leto provide you with the
names of training faaliti esin your area

Don®©t blamethem! Train them!
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Helpful Training Guides

There ae many excdlent books on day care and training. Pet stores, libraries, boolstores,
dog suppy caalogs and vendars at dog shows are good sources for books on the subjed.
Here aejust afew:

"A Dog of Your Own,” M.A. Stoneridge

“The Dogs Mind," BruceFogle

"Dog Problems," Carol LeeBenjamin

"How To Raise A Puppy You Can Live With," Rutherford and Nell

"The Intelli gence of Dogs," Stanley Coren

"Mother Knows Best, The Natural Way To Train Your Dog," Carol LeeBenjamin
"People, Pooches, and Problems,” Job Michad Evans

"Why Does Y our Dog Do That?' Coran Bergman

"Understanding Your Dog" Michad Fox.

Canine Activities

There ae many adivities in which you and your dog can participate - competitively, or just
for fun. Because of their intelli gence high energy level and eagernessto please, Belgian
Sheegpdags are well -suited to most of them.

Earning any of thetitleslisted in this ssdion all ows the dog’ s registered name to be
prefixed or suffixed by theinitialsindicaing the title eaned. Theinitials become part of
the dog©s registered name, and aganizations uch asthe AK C and UKC award certificates
reaognizing these acompli shments.

No matter which adivity you choose for your dog, take cae to chocse atrainer who hes
sufficient expertise in the particular area and whois familiar with Belgian Shegydogs - for
example, be wary of trainers who exped Belgians to behave just like Golden Retrievers
and who are unwilli ng to use training techniques that are suited to a Belgian©s intelli gence
and unque ailiti es.

Conformation - Both the American Kennel Club (AK C) and the United Kennel Club
(UKC) offer championship titl es and conformation competiti on.

Obedience- Both the AKC and UK C offer novicethrough advanced obediencetitles.
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Canine Goad Citizen - In arder to promote resporsible dog ownership, the AKC offers
the Canine Good Citi zen award (CGC). The dog must demonstrate its understanding of
simple commands from its owner, and its accetance of strange dogs and people.

Therapy Dog International - The Therapy Dog International Title (TDI) title requiresthe
dog to passa series of tests that include basic obedience, tolerance of whedchairs, canes,
crutches, walkers or any other equipment a dog might encounter in a nursing home or
hospital situation. Therapy dogs bring immense joy to the patients they visit. There ae
also ather organizations that off er therapy dog titl es.

Agility - In agility, the dog runs a curse which includes hurdles, A-Frame dimbing,
tunrels, and seesaws. Many obediencetraining fadliti es offer puppy agility classes with
equipment scaed dawvn to pupyy size. Puppy agility classes are agred confidence buil der
for young puppes and are an excdlent way to introduce your yourng Belgian to the sport.

Tracking - The AKC offers novice and advanced tracking titles. The dog must
demonstrate the adility to follow atradk of varying length, age, complexity, and locae
articles that have been left on the tradk. Thistype of skill i s used by padli ce departments but
isareaedional sport enjoyed by dog enthusiast as well. Some states d'so have very adive
Seach and Rescue (SAR) clubs and working groups.

Herding - Herding competition is ancother way to have fun,work your dog and ean titles.
The AK C offers novicethrough advanced herding titles. There ae dso several other
organizations that offer herding trials and titles. Some organizations aso dfer herding
instinct tests at which your dog can ean its Herding Instinct Certified (HIC) title with no
training; the event isatest of the dog©sinnate aility. Shee, ducks, cdtle and goats are
used for this gort.

Flyball - In flyball, the dog must leave its owner, jump owver four hurdles, trigger the spring
medanism of awooden box to release atennis ball, retrieve or catch the ball, and then
return over the hurdlesto itsowner. All of thisisdone & incredible speed and with
incredible enthusiasm in arelay type of tean competition. The North American Flyball
Association (NAFA) offers novicethrough advanced flyball titl es.

Temperament Testing - The American Temperament Test Society (ATTS) has devised an
all-breal series of teststo evaluate adog©s temperament. Each dag is judged according to
what iscdled for inits breed standard (i.e., a Belgian Shegodag is nat scored the same way
a Golden Retriever would be). The test consists of several parts including encourters with
friendy and hdstil e strangers, several strange or noisy articles, apistol shat, etc. Dogs
passng thistest are avarded the TT title.

Schutzhund - Thisis a German form of training in which the dog competesin a
combinationtrials of protedionwork, obedience and trading. Novicethrough advanced
titles are offered.

French Ring Sport - Thisis anather form of protediontraining.
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Where To Get More Information About Activities
You and Your Belgian Shegpdog Can Enjoy Together

The American Kennel Club (AKC) - 5580 Centerview Rd., Raleigh, NC 27606, (919)
239-9767.

The United Kennel Club (UKC) - 100 E. Kilgore Rd., Kalamazoo, MI 49001, (616)
343-9020.

Agility Association - P.O. Box 850955, Richardson, TX 75085-0955.

Search and Rescue Organization - P.O. Box 3709, Fairfax, VA 22038, (703) 252-1349.
The American Herding Breed Association (AHBA) - c¢/o Carol Lorenzon, 3767 W.
136th St., Cleveland, OH 44111, (216) 941-6330.

The North American Flyball Association (NAFA) - P.O. Box 8, Mount Hope, Ontario,
Canada LOR 1WO.

United Schutzhund Club of America - 729 Lemay Ferry Rd., St. Louis, MO 63125.
Therapy Dog International (TDI) - 6 Hilltop Rd., Mendham, NJ 07945, (908) 429-
0670.

The Official Belgian Shegpdog Breed Standard

General Appearance

The first impression of the Belgian Sheepdog is that of a well balanced, square dog,
elegant in appearance, with an exceedingly proud carriage of the head and neck. He is a
strong agile, well muscled animal, alert and full of life. His whole conformation gives the
impression of depth and solidity without bulkiness. The male dog is usually somewhat
more impressive and grand than his female counterpart. The bitch should have a distinctly
feminine look.

Faults- Any deviation from these specifications is a fault. In determining whether a fault is
minor, serious, or major, these two factors should be used as a guide:

1. The extent to which it deviates from the standard.

2. The extent to which such deviation would actually affect the dog.

Size, Proportion, Substance

Males should be 24-26 inches in height and females 22-24 inches, measured at the withers.
Males under 22Y2 or over 27%2 inches in height and females under 20%2 or over 25%2 inches
in height shall be disqualified. The length measured from point of breastbone to point of
rump, should equal the height. Bitches may be slightly longer. Bone structure should be
moderately heavy in proportion to his height so that he is well balanced throughout and
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neither spindly or leggy nor cumbersome and buky. The Belgian Shegpdog shoud stand
squarely on all fours. Side view - Thetopline, front legs, and bad legs shoud closely
approximate asquare.

Head

Clean-cut and strong, overall size shoud bein propartionto the body. Expresson
indicaes alertness attention, readinessfor adivity. Gaze shoud be intelli gent and
guestioning. Eyes brown, preferably dark brown. Medium size, slightly amond shaped,
nat protruding. Earstriangular in shape, stiff, ered, andin propationto the head in size.
Base of the ea shoud na come below the center of the gye. Ears hanging (as onahound
shall disqualify. Skull- Top flattened rather than rounded The width approximately the
same, bu not wider than the length. Stop moderate. M uzze moderately pointed, avoiding
any tendency to snipiness and approximately equal in length to that of the topskull. The
jaws shoud be strong and paverful. Nose bladk withou spats or discolored areas The lips
shoud betight and Hadk, with no pnk showing onthe outside. Teeh - A full complement
of strong, white teeh, evenly set. Shoud na be overshat or undershot. Shoud have ather
an even bite or a scisors hite.

Nedk, Topline, Body

Nedk roundand rather outstretched, tapered from head to body, well muscled, with tight
skin. Topline- the withers are slightly higher and slope into the bad, which must be level,
straight and firm from withersto hip joints. Chest not broad bu deep. The lowest point
shoud touch the dbow, forming a smooth ascending curve to the eodamen. Abdomen -
Moderate development. Neither tucked up na paunchy. Theloin sedion, viewed from
abowe, isrelatively short, broad and strong, but blending smoathly into the badk. The aoup
ismedium long, sloping gradually. Tail strong at the base, boreto read hack. At rest the
dog hddsit low, the tip bent badk level with the hock. When in adion ke raisesit and
givesit a aurl, which is grongest toward the tip, without forming ahook.Cropped o
stump tail shall disqualify.

Forequarters

Shoulder long and obique, laid flat against the body, forming a sharp angle
(approximately 90 degrees) with the upper arm. L egs straight, strong and parall €l to eah
other. Bone oval rather than round.Development (length and substance) shoud be well
propartioned to the size of the dog. Pastern medium length, strong and very slightly sloped.
Fed round(ca foated), toes curved close together, well padded. Nail s strong and Had,
except that they may be white to match white toe tips.

Hindquarters

L egs - length and substance well propartioned to the size of the dog. Bone oval rather than
round.Legs are paral el to ead ather. Thighs broad and heavily muscled. The upper and
lower thigh bores approximately paral el the shouder blade and uppger arm respedively,
forming arelatively sharp angle & stiflejoint. The angle & the hock isrelatively sharp,
although the Belgian Shegpdog does not have extreme angulation. M etatarsus medium
length, strong and slightly sloped. Dewclaws, if any, shoud be removed. Fed dlightly
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elongated. Toes curved close together, well padded. Nail s grong and Hadk, except that
they may be white to match white toe tips.

Coat

The guard hairs of the mat must be long, well fitting, straight and abundant. They shoud
not be silky or wiry. The texture shoud be amedium harshness The undercoat shoud be
extremely dense, commensurate, however, with climatic condtions. The Belgian Shegydag
is particularly adaptable to extremes of temperature or climate. The hair is $orter onthe
head, ouside of the eas, and lower part of the legs. The opening of the ea is proteded by
tufts of hair. Ornamentation - Espedally long and abundant hair, like acoll arette, around
the nedk: fringe of long hair down the bad of the foream; espedally long and abundant
hair trimming the hindquarters, the breedes; long, heary and abundant hair on the tail .

Color

Bladk. May be completely bladk, or may be blad with white, limited as foll ows: Small to
moderate patch o stripe on forechest. Between pads of fed. On tips of hind toes. On chin
and muzzle (frost - may be white or gray). On tips of front toes - all owable but a fault.
Disqualificaion- Any color other than badk, except for white in spedfied aress.
Reddening due to climatic condtionsin an atherwise corred coat shoud na be grounds
for disqudification.

Gait

Motion shoud be smoath, freg and easy, seemingly never tiring, exhibiting faalit y of
movement rather than ahard driving adion. He tendsto single track onafast gait; the legs,
bath front and rea, converging toward the center line of gravity of the dog. The badline
shoud remain firm and level, paral € to the line of motion, with nocrabbing. He shows a
marked tendency to movein a drcle rather than a straight line.

Temperament

The Belgian Shegpdog shoud refled the qualiti es of intelli gence, courage, aertness and
devotionto master. To hisinherent aptitude a a guardian o flocks shoud be alded
protedivenessof the person and property of his master. He shoud be watchful, attentive
and always in motion when na under command. In his relationship with humans he shoud
be observant and vigil ant with strangers, but nat apprehensive. He shoud na show fea or
shyness He shoud na show viciousnessby unwarranted ar unprovoked attadk. With those
he knows well, he is most aff edionate and friendly, zedous of their attention, and very
possessve. Viciousnessis adisqualification.

Disqualifications
Malesunder 22 o rover 27 inchesin height andfemalesunder 20 o r over 25 inches
in height.
Ears hanging (as onahound.
Cropped o stump tail .
Any color other than back.
Viciousness
Approved Decamber 11, 1990
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A Word About Belgian Shegodog Rescue

BSCA Rescue agsts Belgians that are lost, abandored, end upin pet shops, or which must be
removed from negledful, abusive situations.

Youcan help Belgian Rescue in many ways - through doration o money, by alerting Rescue
coardinatorsif you knav of such asituations, or even by adopting a rescued Belgian.
Belgian Rescue can adso help you. If your Belgianislost, you shoud place tassfied ads,
paost neighbarhoodflyers (preferably with pictures, since most people aen©t famili awith the
breed), and contad a Rescue Coordinator - he or shewill be natified by areashelters and/or
concerned breeders regarding an uridentified Belgian Sheepdag.

Contad Rescue Coordinator Susan Fielder at (207) 6557359 o bladkstr@maine.rr.com, who
can pu youin touch with Belgian Rescue volunteasin your area

The BSCA would li ke to thank the members who contributed to this manual:

Ann Kozd, Chair

Johnnie Farmer

Maureen Gargan
Robin Watson
Julie Cantrell

19




