OUTSTANDING SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD FOR 2009
Every year the BSCA board members will nominate between 3-5 persons for the AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship medallion. It will then be open to the general membership for voting. Votes can be received through the BSCA notice list, email or regular mail to the Good Sportsmanship Committee Chair who will count the votes. Medallion will be awarded at the awards banquet at the national specialty.
For 2009 the BSCA has received 4 nominations. Please review and make your vote today. You can vote through the BSCA Notice list or by contacting Bonnie Leonard directly mailto:chhcbsd@centurytel.net
NOMINATION FOR SHELLY BROSNAN SUBMITTED BY DAVE VESELY
Please accept my nomination of Shelly Brosnan for the AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship Award.

Shelly has been a member of the BSCA since 2003 and currently serves as the Corresponding Secretary for the Club. Shelly has also been a very active member of the Northwest Belgian Sheepdog Club. She served as the chairperson of the tracking committee at the 2008 national specialty and she can always be counted on to volunteer to help with our NW Club regional events.
At dog shows and performance trials, Shelly is very supportive of the other participants. When one of her friends has a win, Shelly seems as genuinely happy for the success of their dog as she would be for one of her own. When I feel a case of the “ring nerves”, I tend to gravitate toward Shelly because her light-heartedness and humor helps keep me from getting too serious.
But what really motivates me to write on Shelly’s behalf is the relationship she has with her own dogs. She’s out there trying everything with Dharma and Bodhi: shows, obedience, rally, agility, and tracking. Shelly shows pride in her dog’s accomplishments, is modest about her own success as a trainer, and can laugh about the “do-overs” that occasionally happen in the ring. We don’t see her mix-breed, Coda, at the events. But Shelly often shares his stories and her beautiful photos of Coda clearly demonstrate that Shelly is as devoted to him as she is to her purebred Belgians. Shelly’s dogs represent the best of the breed to the public and she herself is a role model for dog owners and competitors.
NOMINATION FOR SUSAN SPINHIRNE SUBMITTED BY BONNIE LEONARD
I would like to nominate Susan Spinhirne for the Good Sportsmanship award.  It is very rare that you get to meet someone who gives so totally and selflessly as Susan does.  I can't be sure but I think Volunteer is her middle name.  

 

She is there for any rescue she can help and for quite a while even served as the Regional Coordinator for the Rescue Trust..  Not only is she there for our Belgians but to help transport any breed in need.  At the 2008 specialty she was there helping with whatever was asked of her.  She has been going out repeatedly this cold winter to help a fellow BSCA member and friend search for her lost Malinois.  And as far as the 2009 specialty... I could not have done it without her.  The work she has put into this event is astronomical and she does it with determination and humor.  She is one of those behind the scene people but she deserves acknowledgement and appreciation with flags waving.

NOMINATION FOR JILL MILLER SUBMITTED BY CAROL MORRIS
I would like to nominate Jill A. Miller for the AKC Sportsmanship Award. The following commentary highlights Jill’s commitment through her involvement in many aspects of the Sport of Dogs. 

Jill’s adventures in Belgian Sheepdogs began in 1960 when her mother got their first from Rudy Robinson. Her first steps in conformation, at the age of 16, was with a Belgian Sheepdog from Melodee Tragnitz of Midnight Acres. She went on to show successfully in conformation and dabbled in obedience. Her breeding programs in Belgian Sheepdogs and Pembroke Welsh Corgis focus on sound temperament, good health, longevity, and correct structure. Many of her Belgian puppies have gone on to great accomplishments in all venues, garnering ROMs for their sire and dam. 

Jill has been a member of the Belgian Sheepdog Club of America since 1973 and was honored to become a lifetime member in 2003. She is a member of the Whidbey Island All Breed Kennel Club and co-chair of the Health Clinics (CERF, BAER hearing tests, micro-chip implants, tattoos, heart, semen collections & storage) at the all breed shows where the club provides lower cost services for over 400 dogs each year. She is a member of the Cascade Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club and current board member. She is a founding member, and the current and returning President of the NW Belgian Sheepdog Club. She is past President and board member, current Chairman of the General Education Committee, past coordinator of the Meet the Breed Booth at the Eukanuba Invitational show, member of the Judges’ Education Committee, and judge/peer mentor for the Belgian Sheepdog Club of America. She is a past member of the Snohomish County Animal Advisory Board, registered AKC CGC evaluator, taught show handling classes for 4-H, judged 4-H dog classes at fairs, presented educational seminars on structure and movement for the BSCA and other groups, and held the position of Field Trial Secretary, Field Marshall, and Bird Planter for the Puget Sound English Springer Spaniel Assoc.. She was twice chosen Women’s Field Handler of the Year. Jill has ring stewarded at all breed shows and at specialties, for American and foreign judges. She has exhibited in Canada and judged Sweeps at the BSCA national and regional shows, the American Belgian Tervuren Club Regionals, and the herding breeds at local fun matches. Last, but not least, Jill has rescued, fostered, and placed dogs in loving homes. 

Jill was born and raised in Des Plaines, IL and attended the Chicago Academy of Fine Arts. Later she worked as the Senior Illustrator for two separate international environmental and geotechnical consulting firms. She and her husband moved to the Seattle, WA area in 1974. Presently, their two offspring attend college, and she occasionally travels with her husband, The dog pack consists of 2 Belgian Sheepdogs, 3 Pembroke Welsh Corgis, and a rescue Pomeranian/ An almost 18 yr. old kitty completes the animal community. 

I met Jill in 1993 at, where else, a dog show. My husband and I were not new to dog showing but we were new to the NW. She introduced herself and made us feel welcome. That day began a long relationship of mutual respect and learning that has culminated in the breeding of some very special Belgian Sheepdogs. For all of these reasons, and more, I believe Jill Miller should be awarded the AKC Sportsmanship Award.

NOMINATION FOR SONJA OSTROM SUBMITTED BY JILL MILLER
BSCA member for 22 years. 

President 3 Terms, Vice-President, Parliamentarian. 

Chairperson, National & Regional Specialties. 

Chairperson, numerous committees. 

Evaluator/Tester of: CGC, ATTS (therapy dogs), Future Messenger Dogs. 

Current President: 

BSC of the Rockies. 

American Therapy Dogs, Inc. 

Terry-All Kennel Club (all breed). 

AKC Judge of Belgians and Junior Showmanship. 

UKC All-Breed judge, and has held numerous officer positions in several UKC Regional Breed clubs. 

Active involvement with Rescue. 

Current Project: 

The Tennyson Center for Children, Denver, CO. --focusing on helping abused children through therapy dogs. Sonja is also working with Belgians as seizure alert dogs and service dogs. 

Sonja’s involvement with dogs, and the Belgians, has been long and exemplary. She has never refused a challenge and has seen those challenges through to their best ends. She excels in helping younger kids with Jr. Showmanship and encouraging and mentoring everyone, old or new, interested in training, grooming and showing Belgians. She is passionate, enthusiastic, and dedicated to the concerns of purebred dogs, their wellbeing and their beneficial interactions with humans. There isn’t enough room here to list all the ways she is positively involved with the clubs, the people, and the dogs. 

Through her continuous dedication & involvement within the realm of purebred dogs and the many venues open to them, Sonja has made a significant impact on many within the sport of dogs and without. She embodies the AKC Code of Sportsmanship, and has been an active, involved, valued member of the BSCA for many years. She is most deserving of this award of recognition by her friends and peers…the members of the BSCA.
