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Police Dog Is Made at Ghent
:Methods Followed in the Schooling of 'Belgian Sheepdogs

Could 'Be Used Successfully With Any Other 'Breed
By W ALTER MCCKLOW
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TYI>ICAL GROENENDAEL
same command. For example: "At-
tack" is the order to fall upon anyone
who attempts to assault a policeman
in uui form. "Heel" is the order to
follow close behind. ."Down" is the
order to cease attacking. "Search" is
the order to look for.

The mo"-t distinctive ~.ariely of the
Bell,!iao shcepuog is this long.haired,

often IlUre blarkdog

ed; 011 the other hand, if he shows-
good-will he is encouraged and re-
warded.

However, the dogs are never petted
to any extent. The whip is used as
little as possible, and only when it be-
comes an absolute necessity. The ani-
mals are never struck more than once.
It may he said that the whip is used
only on such dogs as are caught do-
ing wrong.

\Vhen eight months of age dogs are
taken ant in leash. They are walked
through the most populated distrkt!'
of the citv to aCCl1stom them to the
traffic and noise. In the country they
are let Joose and are made to jump
ditches, fences, hedges, etc., while

being kept n ear
enough to their mas-
ter to hear his voice.
The dog is then
taught to sit down
and stand up upon
command. Orders
or commands are
always given in
monosvlIables.

THESE orders are given with firm-
Jlness, without raising the voice too

high, and whenever the order is car-
ried out to the satisfaction of the
trainer, he rewards the animal with a
small piece of boiled Jiver or some
other morsel. A second order is never
given until the first has been well un-
derstood and properly carried out by
the dog.

The exercises are rehearsed dailv
and are general1y terminated by re-
peating one of the orders for which
the animaJ shows a preference. \Vhen
the dog shows any ill-wi1J he is scold-

MISTAKEN FOR THE SHEPHERD DOG

Of all varieties of~BeIgian sheepdogs, theMaiinois.ashort.coated.brindle fawn,
most resembles the erroneously called "police dog." The author helie\'es that

this variety ia beat suited for America

][F the animal,
,,, hen running

from his trainer,
does not immediate-
ly obey the com-
mand to return, or
if he shows a hesi-
tancy to do so, he is
tied to a cord of
about 30 feet in
length with a sort
of slipknot coUat.
The command is
then repeated, and if
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M OST of the readers of the

I GAZETTE know - assuredh'
all should know-that the

term "police dog" docs not indicate
any breed, but merely one purpose to
which dogs of various breeds can he,
and are, trained. Shepherd dogs from
Prussia, Russia, Alsace, Belgium and
France. together with various breeds
of terriers-and various other breeds
and half-breeds - have heen trained
and used as police dogs.,

It is as ridiculous to describe anv
breed of dogs as police dogs as it
would be to describe a race of men as
lawvers or doctors or merchants. In
each case the designation indicates the
education or training and not the
blood, which, in both cases, is varied.

Regardless of the fact that the Bel-
gian sheepdog is a farm dog, there is
no questioning the fact that it can be
trained to become an ideal police dog.
How this is done forms the basis of
an American consular report, written
by Harry \V. Diederichs, Consul-gen-
eral at Antwerp, and H. Albert John-
son, Consul at Liege.

\Vhile the information applies par-
ticularly to the Belgian sheepdog. the
way the dogs are trained at Ghent
could be followed by fanciers of other
breeds who are anx-
ious to have police-
trained dogs. Ac-
cording to the re-
port, the training
begins when the ani-
mal has attained the
age of ten to twelve
months, before it
has contracted bad
habits. The charac-
ter of the animal is
first carefullv stud-
ied. This is done to
ascertain whether or
not the dog wil1
obey orders when
given with kindness.

Violence in train-
ing is never resorted
to. Each action or
movement is distinct
and the same words
are invariably used
when giving the



the dog does not obey
immediatelv the cord is
pulled, tb~ls tightening
the collar around the
netk and obliging him to
return to his trainer.

\\"hcn the animal thus
tied to the cord is first
.ordered to run awav
from his trainer, and
when before reaching
the end of the cord is
caned back by his mas-
ter, and does at once re-
turn, he is petted and re-
warded for his prompt
obedience. If, however,
the animal shows a hesi-
tancy to return and in-
sists upon sitting down
and bracing himsel f
with his forepaws, the
cord is jerked, thus
tightening the knot
around his neck.

Even while puning
the animal toward him the trainer will
continually repeat the order until the
dog returns to him, when he is petted
and rewarded. By proceeding in this
manner the animal will gradual1y
learn to understand that it is not the
intention of his trainer to punish him.
and in course of time it will become
his second nature to return to his mas-
ter the instant he is so ordered.

to snap it, the tobacco is
given him instead and is
well rubbed into his nos-
trils. If the first trial
does not give satisfac-
tion, it is repeated with
an especially strong
dose of tobacco. It is
claimed that after stich
treatment the dog will
not be induced to take
anything from the hands
of a stranger.

THE "attack" is the
lL next point in train-

ing. The dogs are nev-
er trained at night, as
one would imagine, al-
though they are exclu-
sively used in the night
service. \ Vhen teaching
the dog to defend his
trainer, the animal is al-
ways muzzled and held
in close leash. \Vhen the

animal shows signs of fear his trainer
remains by his side and prevents his
running away.

As soon as the person simulating
the attack approaches the dog, the
trainer caBs out "attention." and when
a motion is made to strike the trainer
and to grapple with him, the dog is
urged to defend his master by now
using the word of command, "attack."

If the animal is energetic, he will
at once jump at the aggressor, and if
such is the case the person making the
attack slowly retreats, thus inspiring
the dog with more confidence. If, on
the other hand, the animal shows signs
of fear, the attack is repeated again
and again until he shows a rlisposi-
tion to defend his trainer. \Vhen all
signs of fear have completely disap-
peared, the dogs are taught to defend
and attack at the word of command.

The dogs are next taught to look
for vagabonds. The would-be vaga-
hand hides behind a stack of straw or
hedge or in an empty barrel. The dog
is again held in close leash iw -his
t~~iner, while the vagabond, aft~r at-
tracting the attention of the animal,
goes away and hides himself. The
dog is then Jet loose and ordered to
"search," the direction that is to be
taken being indicated by the hand. If
he goes straight to the place of con-
ccalment and barks, no further move-
ment is made.

After this exercise has been re-
peated several times, the vagabond
hides in another place unknown to the
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LOOKING FOR VAGABONDS

A part of the training of a Belgian sheepdog is 10 seek and find
undesirable citizens. These ugly customers hide in out.of.the.way

places. Generally they are found by the dog

FINE TRAINING STUNT

Here is Dick Des Balard, who is very
proficient at both climbing and jump-
ing, going o\'er fences nine feet high
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The next lesson taught to future
police dogs at Ghent is to lie down;
that is, to drop on the fore- and hind-
paws, with the head held erect and the
hody resting on the ground. For this
movement the order "rest" is given;
at the same time the trainer takes hold
of the dog's two forepaws with one
hand, drawing them toward himself,
and with the other presses down the
haunches of the dog.

THE animal is kept in this position
lL while the trainer continually re-

peats the command "rest." The hands
arc then taken off the dog and the
trainer slowly recedes, pointing his
hand at the animal, thus teaching him
to obey and to "rest" at this simp1e
gesture of the hand.

Great care is taken not to allow the
dogs to accept anything whatevcr, es-
pecially when offered to them by a
stranger. A great deal has been writ-
ten and said upon this subject, and
this part is considered hy the Ghent
police commissioner as being one of
the most important points in the edu-
cation and training of the dogs. Very
satisfactorv results have been obtained
in this direction by using the follow-
ing method:

A second person, an entire stranger
to the dog, accompanies the trainer.
He carries with him a smal1 piece of
chewing tobacco which is slightly
moistened with water. The dog is
then tendered a juicy piece of meat
by the stranger, but j list as he is ahout
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